Note on Partners
Logistical details:

· I will send you an email update each time you receive a partnership here in the office

· If your partners give it directly to you, please send it to the office as soon as you receive it.  Even if it is a day or two before you are leaving; go ahead and send it, so there is not a “bombardance” of partnership checks being turned in at training.

· Please let me know of any scheduled presentations you have, so that we can pray for you and your potential partners.
· If you are struggling and/or you need ideas, don’t hesitate to ask your flock leader or me.
· If you receive checks made out to you instead of Mountain T.O.P. please endorse the back and then under your signature write "Pay to the Order of Mountain T.O.P."

A few Guidelines:

· Remember the purpose of being in partnership with someone is for them to support you prayerfully, financially, and emotionally, and you will in turn give them a mission experience vicariously through your summer at MTOP.

· Please invest time and heart into these relationships.  I promise you they will be surprisingly rewarding!

· Send initial thank you notes

· Plan on sending a note, picture, postcard or something each break.  Share with them details of your experience, your staff, the families and children you’re working with, etc..

· If you have a large number of partners you may write a generic one and copy it.  However, you must send at least one personalized letter.  You don’t want them to feel like they are on a mailing list, but rather that they have a personal and unique relationship with you.

· You can send a coy of your letter to your church(es) for them to run in the newsletter or post on a bulletin board.

I know it seems like a long ways away, but follow-up is extremely important.  You should definitely write a letter highlighting the predominant things you learned about life, your faith, yourself, etc.. Share some funny and bittersweet moments.  Consider one or more of these ideas:

· Host a dinner or dessert for your partners to thank them, share your experience and hand out the certificates (we provide these for you).

· Ask your pastor for permission to speak to the entire congregation one Sunday

· Create a poster board to display at church with pictures

· Make follow-up presentations to the Sunday school classes or other groups that supported you

· You can NEVER thank them enough!!!
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  Philippians 1:3-5
