Tool Safety Training 

It is important that everyone is trained to safely use tools in order to assure that parents, youth, adults, pastors, and congregation members that the proper precautions have been taken. Mountain T.O.P.’s expectation is that all work sites are safe environments for those who are working there.  We at Mountain T.O.P. spend many hours on safety training with our camp staffs and we want all groups to have the opportunity to learn how to maintain a safe environment while on the work sites themselves.

Using tools properly is an important element to the Service Project experience at Mountain T.O.P.!  The following information is designed for you as the group leader to share with your youth and adults who will be attending camp.  This session has been created so that each participant has a higher level of comfort out on the work sites with the various tools they will be using during the week.  It’s designed to increase the participant’s knowledge of the various tools that they might use while at Mountain T.O.P. as well as teach them how to use the tools properly for the safest work site.

Know Your Tools

This is a good opportunity for you to go over the tool list with your group; you could even let them see and hold each tool as you go over it. Tool Requirements for groups are listed in The Core Guide. It is important to stress to each participant that they only have to use the tools they feel comfortable with while at Mountain T.O.P.! We do not want anyone to think that they have to use a power saw or any other tool they do not feel comfortable in using.  It is up to them. 

Practicing With the Tools You Have Learned How to Use

We strongly encourage you to find some way to give the team a hands-on experience with power tools. Team members need to know how to safely use these tools. There are several ways you can help your team get this practice. Some ideas are listed below:

· Build a wooden cross to carry with you on your trip

· Construct tool boxes for van tools

· Plan a minor repair project at church

· Participate in a weekend mission project in your community

· Ask a contractor to come and speak to your team about tool safety and ask if he has some scrap wood that can be cut and nailed together.

Be creative in your approach to this practice, but do find a way for your team to get some experience with tools.

Please go over these safety rules for tools with your group:

1. Use each tool only for the job and the way it was designed for.
2. Keep fingers and hands away from cutting edges of tools.  
3. Secure or clamp down wood being worked with.
4. Safety glasses should be worn at all times while using power tools. 
5. Be patient and never use force.
6. Don’t work with tools when tired.  Alertness is necessary.
7. Don’t wear loose clothing or jewelry, which can be caught in moving parts.  Wear your nametag, but tuck it into your shirt.
8. Never use electrical tools in damp or wet locations.  
9. Power tools must have adult supervision each time they are used. At no time are youth forced to use any tool they are uncomfortable with.
10. If extension cords are used, be sure they are heavy duty. 
11. Unplug all electrical tools when finished and put them back in their case each time use is done.  Don’t leave any power tools unattended.
12. Keep tools sharp, clean and oiled.  Make sure the tools are in good condition before using them.
13. Work areas should be large enough for people to remain safe during the use of power tools and should be tidy to avoid tripping over things.
14. The workspace should have proper equipment to use with the power tools like saw horses or level cutting areas for power saws.
15. Use ladders only on stable and level surfaces unless they are secured to prevent movement.
16. Keep the area around the top and bottom of ladders clear of debris.
17. Maintain ladders free of oil, grease, and other slipping hazards.
18. Don’t tie ladders together to make a longer ladder.
19. Face the ladder when going up or down.  

20. Don’t carry objects or loads that could cause you to lose your balance and fall.
21. Don’t use the top of a stepladder as a step.
22. Always use and lock the metal spreader or device that holds the front and back sections apart.
23. Don’t move, shift, or extend ladders while they are in use.
24. Extend ladders at least 3’ beyond the surface you are accessing so you have a handhold when getting on or off and set the ladder 1’ away from a wall for every 4’ that it extends (if ladder goes up 16’, it should be 4’ from base of wall.)
