Suggested Commissioning Service for Mission Team

We suggest two ways the service could be done (both are intended to be help with congregation):

· It could be held at the Sunday morning worship service, just before the group leaves for camp.  This is an exciting way to involve the whole church in the mission project.

· It could be held as the closing worship for the group at the end of their training.  Special invitations could be sent out in advance, encouraging others in the congregation to come show their support.

This is also the time for the mission team to ask for further support from the congregation by giving them the "Prayer Journey.”  Distribute copies and encourage everyone to dedicate to praying for the team.  You could seek prayer partners for each team member.

Minister: 
Dear friends, today we recognize the ministries of these dedicated people and consecrate each of them to a special task in the service of Jesus Christ. Hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ:

"You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit shall abide; so that whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he may give it to you." (John 15:16)

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always to the end of the age." (Matt. 28:19-20)

To the Team: 
Do you believe that you have been led by the spirit of God to engage in this work and to assume the responsibilities which God has placed upon you as you go now to your assignment at Mountain T.O.P.?

Response of the Team:

I do so believe.

Minister:
In humble reliance upon divine grace, do you make it the supreme purpose of your lives to give of yourselves unreservedly these next days to the work of Christ in your appointed field at Mountain T.O.P.?

Response of the Team:

I do, the Lord being my helper.

Minister:
(Name) in the name of this congregation I commend you to this work and pledge to you our prayers, encouragement, and support.  May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this and in all things you may do God's will in the service of Jesus Christ. (to be done for each missioner)

Minister:
Dearly beloved, I commend to you these persons whom we this day have commissioned to be God's servants as a part of the continual sharing of Christ's great commission on Earth.

Response of God's People:
We rejoice to recognize you as missionaries from our church, and we thank God that you have dedicated your service to this mission.  May the blessings of God go with you and keep you safe throughout your journey.  Amen.

Minister:
Prayer of commissioning
