
Welcome Youth Leader!

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and begin the process of preparing your group for their experience at Mountain T.O.P. We know that this is a huge task, and we appreciate your efforts. Your group will be joining others from all over the country to bring hope to the people of the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. 

God is in the slums, in the cardboard boxes where the poor play house. God is in the silence of a mother who has infected her child with a virus that will end both their lives. God is in the cries heard under the rubble of war. God is in the debris of the wasted opportunity and lives and God is with us if we are with them.

· Bono, Lead singer of U2
We believe that the rest of the world sees our practical Christ-follower faithfulness and love in our treatment of the poor. Our prayer is that we create an environment where people will ignite change and be changed during their time here.

It is EXTREMELY important that you spend time training your group for this trip.  There are a lot of things unique to a M[image: image1.jpg]W0 “"”'ra
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TOP camp week, which allow us to focus on service in a Christian community.   The preparation materials include many different resources that you will need along the way.

The Core Guide – You must thoroughly read through this section, for it contains information on what you will need to know each year you bring a group.  This includes a time-line checklist, medical forms, tool requirements, etc.  

The New Group Guide – This document is helpful if your group is new to MTOP or if it has been a few years since the church’s last participation.

Other Available Resources –  Here you will find such things as hints for seeking support from the congregation, parent packets, regional maps, suggested retreat formats, etc. Make sure you check out all of the resources we provide!

I am blessed to work with you, truly blessed. My job is to do what I can to help you.  I only have two expectations of you:

1) You communicate well with me as the spring progresses.
2) You put quality time into preparing your group.
Peace,

Julie Duncan – Program Manager

julie@mountain-top.org










