Mountain T.O.P. History
Mountain T.O.P. began in 1975 when a youth group from Nashville decided to put their “faith into action” by doing service projects for people who expressed needs in the Cumberland Mountains. There are now nearly 2000 youth and adults doing the same thing as they come to serve with Mountain T.O.P. during the spring, summer, and fall months through a variety of programs.  In late 2005 early 2006, Mountain T.O.P. made a major move to the mountain.  Administrative offices had been housed in Nashville for a number of years and under new leadership it was determined that we needed to reconnect with the community we serve.  The administrative offices and full time support staff are all now housed in the service area.  We have already begun reaping the benefits of making closer connections to the local businesses and are blessed to see the difference this ministry is making on a daily basis.

Youth Summer Ministry (YSM)
Over thirty years later we have extended our service into 13 counties. Over 1,800 families are served through our summer service project ministry. We have also introduced children’s Day Camp programs to provide a positive environment for local pre-teens during the summer months.  A generous grant was awarded to Mountain T.O.P. in 2007 that literally paved the way for our children’s programs to make a come back after being absent for a couple of years. The grant allowed us to alleviate our churches of the responsibility of providing transportation for the children we serve.  It has been a huge blessing and will hopefully serve as a catalyst to get the children’s programs up and running strong.  We have  about 100 churches participate each  year representing about 13 different denominations 
Adults In Ministry (AIM)
In 1990, A.I.M. evolved from the needs found in the Youth Summer Ministry. Through Service Project, Mountain T.O.P. discovered people wanted and needed major home repairs that required adult maturity and skill and through the Day camp found that the graduating Day Camp children still wanted to be a part of the summer Mountain T.O.P. experience.  Therefore, God nudged us to explore ministering with and to teenagers of the Cumberland Mountains.

In 1995, Mountain T.O.P. began a new opportunity for local special needs children called Kaleidoscope.  Kaleidoscope is a visual and performing arts camp for under-served, special needs children in Grundy County.  We feel extremely blessed to serve as an instrument for the arts in this area.  Kaleidoscope Camp opens up new doors for ministry as we seek to serve the special needs population. We see a great future for the arts and Mountain T.O.P. and look forward to continuing as a catalyst for the arts in this region.

Due to the large need in the Cumberland Mountains for major home repair, we have found another window of opportunity to continue our service.  This window is in the fall months, offering long weekends for adults to come do Major Home Repair projects in an effort to continue improving the living conditions for families before winter comes.

As part of the continuing growth and outreach, A.I.M. partnered with USDA Rural Housing Development between 1998 and 2003 to help families on the mountain with the costs of improving their living conditions.  It was a special and mutually beneficial relationship for all involved.  In 2006 Mountain T.O.P. rekindled this relationship and is again utilizing the USDA to provide funding for the Major Home Repair projects that we do.  It continues to be a very mutually beneficial relationship as volunteer labor is free and all monies granted or loaned to families can be used towards materials.

In the summer of 2000, Camp Baker Mountain, in Van Buren County, was opened. This camp was built through the love and efforts of many A.I.M. participants and others. This was the first camp ever built specifically for Mountain T.O.P., and it stands as a hallmark achievement for the organization. In the early part of 2002, plans were formulated for the construction of a new cabin at Camp Cumberland Pines, in Grundy County. During the A.I.M. Friends Weekend of 2003, volunteers from 12 states came together and raised the walls on the new cabin. This structure was ready for use by the third weekend of our fall ministry. These same friends in recent years have made significant improvements to the facilities at Cumberland Pines.  In 2005 the Peabody Building was remodeled to provide more adequate winterized facilities, and in 2006 the first floor of the lodge was remodeled with the help of some BreakOut groups so it could house our administrative office.  Dinning hall improvements and improvements to the upstairs of the lodge in 2007 are going to afford a much better camper and staff experience.  Today, Cumberland Pines can provide winterized facilities for nearly 100 campers, this opens up the doors for many off-season retreats.

The Mountain T.O.P. A.I.M. vision continues to expand with God's guidance. Please continue praying for the adult ministry as it strives to express God's love in action to all involved

History of BREAK OUT
College students first began coming to “the mountain” in 1987. The college ministry started off as an opportunity for students to serve by helping Mountain T.O.P. prepare its camp facilities with maintenance and repair projects in order to operate them during the upcoming summer months. The events grew to include outreach opportunities in the Cumberland Mountains by helping nonprofit agencies and local churches with needed maintenance, repair, construction projects, and any possible program support.
The growing interest from college students across the country for spring break mission experiences, along with the continuing needs expressed by the Cumberland Mountain community showed the need for an “official” college ministry. Mountain T.O.P. answered the call in 1997 and BREAK OUT was born!
