Hints for Seeking Support

from the Pastor

Gaining support from your minister is very important to the ultimate success of your mission trip! If you or your group has been to Mountain T.O.P. before, this will probably be easier for you in the preparation process. If this is you or your group’s first trip to Mountain T.O.P., some good communication between the volunteer group and the minister is needed. The following hints are suggestions that may ensure support from your minister and the rest of the church staff.

Provide your minister with a copy of the Mountain T.O.P. group application, brochure, and any other published material explaining what Mountain T.O.P. is all about. We will be sending a letter to your minister explaining the expectations of participating and letting them know that they should be receiving a packet of information from you.

Hints
1. Express to them how this experience will benefit your volunteers in the following ways:

· learn how to be a Christian disciple

· understand the meaning of servanthood and how to apply it in their own life

· build their self-esteem

· experience personal spiritual growth

· obtain a deeper understanding of putting one’s “faith into action”

· be given the opportunity to develop leadership skills

· participate in the forming of Christian community

· experience diversity and cultural exchange, which broadens their understanding of the world.

2. Show them how the church can use the experience as a foundation for further service? 

3. Let them share in your experience as a partner with the youth by taking some role in the preparation process.

4. Invite the minister and/or other church staff members to go to Mountain T.O.P. with your group. It is a great opportunity for the youth to get to know the minister and staff better.  Senior. Ministers attend for free!!
5. Ask the minister to help you develop an overall plan for your youth program in the coming year. Look for ways that the Mountain T.O.P. experience can be reflected or incorporated in the rest of the coming year’s programming.

Hints for Seeking Support from Parents

and or the Congregation
The Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project) experience will have greater meaning in the lives of the volunteers who participate if the congregation is involved in the preparation, commissioning and welcoming home stages. The mission team is the church’s representative in the Cumberland Mountains. Invite the congregation to become partners in mission with those going to camp. The Mountain T.O.P. trip then becomes a church wide service event not just an individual or small group event. Be intentional as you seek support. The following suggestions are some hints you might find helpful.

· Create an informal flyer about Mountain T.O.P. to pass out to the church.

· Host a Mountain T.O.P. informational meeting. You may want to use a video, from Mountain T.O.P. or your own, to present a vivid picture of the event.

· Seek assistance in raising funds and securing tools for camp.

· Ask members of the congregation to be a prayer partner for each of member of the team.

· Host a parent/congregational meeting to share the benefits volunteers can get by participating in mission work in general and specifically Mountain T.O.P.

· Invite parents/congregation to participate with any or all of the planning committees.

· Put up posters around the church publicizing the event. You might post a map of the United States and/or Tennessee indicating the area where you are going to be in mission.

· Plan short presentations to do in Sunday school classes. Be creative!!!.

