Hints for Seeking Support from Parents

And Congregation
The Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project) experience will have greater meaning in the lives of the volunteers who participate if the congregation is involved in the preparation, commissioning and welcoming home stages. The mission team is the church’s representative in the Cumberland Mountains. Invite the congregation to become partners in mission with those going to camp. The Mountain T.O.P. trip then becomes a church wide service event not just an individual or small group event. Be intentional as you seek support. The following suggestions are some hints you might find helpful.

· Create an informal flyer about Mountain T.O.P. to pass out to the church.

· Host a Mountain T.O.P. informational meeting. You may want to use a video, from Mountain T.O.P. or your own, to present a vivid picture of the event.

· Seek assistance in raising funds and securing tools for camp.

· Ask members of the congregation to be a prayer partner for each of member of the team.

· Host a parent/congregational meeting to share the benefits volunteers can get by participating in mission work in general and specifically Mountain T.O.P.

· Invite parents/congregation to participate with any or all of the planning committees.

· Put up posters around the church publicizing the event. You might post a map of the United States and/or Tennessee indicating the area where you are going to be in mission.

· Plan short presentations to do in Sunday school classes. Be creative!!!.

